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Bethel Lutheran exists to serve all people with the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Watch! 



 
 

Hymn   23     Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 
1  Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
2  Oh, come, O Root of Jesse, free Your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell your people save, And bring them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
3  Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by your drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
4  Oh, come, O Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home. 
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
Invocation 
P: We worship in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P:  Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our  
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do 
what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me a 
sinner.   
 
Lord, Have Mercy 
P: (spoken) Lord, have mercy on us.  Christ, have mercy on us.  Lord, have mercy on us.  
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   
 
C: (spoken) Amen. 



 
Song of Praise   275     Blest Be the God of Israel 

1  Blest be the God of Israel, Who comes to set us free; 
He visits and redeems us; He grants us liberty. 
The prophets spoke of mercy, Of freedom and release; 
God shall fulfill his promise And bring his people peace. 
 
3  On prisoners of darkness The sun begins to rise, 
The dawning of forgiveness Upon the sinner’s eyes. 
He guides the feet of pilgrims Along the paths of peace. 
Oh, bless our God and Savior With songs that never cease! 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
First Lesson  Jeremiah 33: 14-16 

Listen, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the good promises that I 
have spoken to the house of Israel and concerning the house of Judah. 

15 In those days and at that time, 
I will cause a righteous Branch to grow up from David’s line. 
He will establish justice and righteousness on earth. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved, 
and Jerusalem will dwell securely. 
This is what she will be called: 
The Lord Our Righteousness. 
 
 
 

Psalm of the Day                   CW: 439 
1  Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life’s way; 
Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day. 
Without your grace and favor I go astray; 
So take my hand, O Savior, And lead the way. 
 
2  Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear; 
For you, the Rock of Ages, Are always near. 
Close by your side abiding, I fear no foe, 
For when your hand is guiding, In peace I go. 



 
3  Lord, when the shadows lengthen And night has come, 
I know that you will strengthen My steps toward home, 
And nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend! 
So take my hand and lead me Unto the end. 

 
 
 
Second Lesson  1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13    

Indeed, how can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have before 
God on account of you? 10 Night and day we are praying earnestly to see you in person and to 
supply what is lacking in your faith. 

 
11 May God our Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may 

the Lord increase your love and make it overflow for each other and for all people, just as ours 
does for you, 13 so that he may establish your hearts as blameless in holiness before our God 
and Father, when our Lord Jesus comes with all his saints. 
 
 
Verse of the Day 
Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus. Alleluia. 
 
 
Gospel Lesson  Luke 21: 25-36 
C:  Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 

“There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. And on the earth nations will be in 
anguish, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the surging waves, 26 people fainting from 
fear and expectation of the things coming on the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. 28 But when these things begin to happen, stand up and lift up your heads, because 
your redemption is near.” 
 

29 He told them a parable. “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 As soon as they are 
sprouting leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is actually near. 31 So 
also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Amen I 
tell you: This generation will not pass away until all these things happen. 33 Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
 

34 “Watch yourselves or else your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, 
drunkenness, and the worries of this life, and that day may come on you suddenly. 35 For it 



will come like a trap on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 Stay alert all the 
time, praying that you may be able to escape all these things that are going to happen and 
that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
 
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
Hymn   15     Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

1  Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding; “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 
“Cast away the works of darkness; You are children of the day.” 
 
2  Lo, the Lamb, so long-expected, Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv’n, 
 
3  That, when next he comes with glory And the world is wrapped in fear, 
He may shield us with his mercy And with words of love draw near. 
 
4  Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son 
With the everlasting Spirit While eternal ages run! 
 
 

Sermon Theme:           Pastor Cox 

Jesus Christ is Not Chicken Little! 
 
 
 
The Prayer of the Church 



 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
The Blessing 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
C: (spoken)  Amen! 
 
 
Hymn   289     Preserve Your Word, O Savior 

1  Preserve your Word, O Savior, 
To us this latter day, 
And let your kingdom flourish; 
Enlarge your Church, we pray. 
Oh, keep our faith from failing; 
Keep hope’s bright star aglow. 
Let nothing turn us from you 
While wand’ring here below. 
 
2  Preserve your Word and preaching, 
The truth that makes us whole, 
The mirror of your glory, 
The pow’r that saves the soul. 
Oh, may this living water, 
This spring of heav’nly grace, 
Sustain us while here living 
Until we see your face. 


